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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Syllabus

Department of Education 2013-14

Course Name: Educational Inequality

Course Number: 12910240

Lecturer: Dr. Yariv Feniger

Goals:

Research shows that the relation between social origin and educational attainment
remains relatively stable in spite of unprecedented expansion of educational systems
throughout the world. This course provides an overview of sociological theories and
empirical findings that help explain how parents transfer to their offspring educational
advantages that sustain educational inequality. The last part of the course will be
devoted to the assessment of school policies that aim at reducing educational

inequality.

Course Chapters:

What is educational inequality and how we measure it

Main sociological paradigms in research on educational inequality

The expansion of education systems and the persistence of inequality

How sociologists explain the persistence of educational inequality:
o Wealth
o Cultural and social capital
o Rational choice

o Resistance

The special case of gender

Educational policy and educational inequality:
o Financing
o Tracking and detracking

o Standards




Requirements:

Components of final grade
Participation 10%

Reading reports 40%

Final paper 50%
Total 100%
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